TRIBAL CASINOS AND SECONDHAND SMOKE

A Demonstrated Health Hazard

· The World Health Organization, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, US Surgeon General and the California Environmental Protection Agency have all classified secondhand tobacco smoke to be a Class A Carcinogen to which there is no safe level of exposure.  EPA Respiratory Health Effects of Passive Smoking, Dec. 1992, California EPA 1998.
· Smoky casinos contain up to 50 times more cancer-causing airborne particles than highways and city streets clogged with diesel trucks at rush hour.  This cancer-causing particulate is virtually eliminated when indoor smoking bans are instituted. James Repace, Journal of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, September, 2004. 
· Scientific study has revealed that casino workers in a “well ventilated” casino had cotinine (metabolized nicotine) levels 300-600% higher than in other workplaces during a work shift.  D. Trout, J. Decker et al. Journal of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, March 1998. Americans for Nonsmokers’ Rights (ANR), Secondhand Smoke and Casinos, Oct. 2004.           
· The American Society of Heating Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) acknowledge the finding of the California EPA that no current air conditioning technology can adequately remove cancer-causing particulates from the air.  Therefore, ASHRAE’s ventilation standards address only odor and haze, not health.  “ANSI Upholds Approval of ASHRAE Smoking Addendum”  www.csemag.com, Sept.29, 2003.  ANR, Secondhand Smoke and Casinos, Oct. 2004. 

· ASHRAE's Standard 62.1

· ASHRAE's Standard 62.1 is the standard for acceptable indoor air quality for commercial and industrial spaces. Standard 62.1 is adopted into most state and municipal building codes. Currently, the stated purpose of Standard 62.1 is to "specify minimum ventilation rates and indoor air quality that will be acceptable to human occupants and are intended to minimize the potential for adverse health effects." 

· Standard 62.1 is under continuous maintenance, meaning that changes can be proposed at a moment's notice. With the new position statement, ASHRAE has demonstrated that health will remain an organizational priority as they consider future changes to this standard. To date, Standard 62.1 applies to non-smoking areas only. Smoke-filled establishment are not in compliance with Standard 62.1.

	 Researchers at the University of Minnesota, found elevated levels of a cancer-causing agent, NNAL, in nonsmokers after they spent just four hours in a commercial casino.   They also found elevated levels of cotinine, a byproduct of nicotine in the samples.  Both NNAL and cotinine are specific to tobacco and were not found in the nonsmokers’ urine before their casino visit.  Secondhand Smoke is a Real Cancer Risk, Casino Study Shows -- ABC News Dec.2003,  Smoke-Free Casino Advocacy Guide, American Indian Tobacco Education Partnership, April 2004 


Support for Smoke-free Tribal Casinos
· A survey of tribal casino guests and staff in California revealed that 78%, including 97% of non-smokers, prefer to play or work in a smoke-free environment.  CCAP 2012. 
· J.D. Power and Associates casino customer satisfaction survey reported that the vast majority – 85 percent – of gaming customers at Indian casinos in Southern California expressed a preference for smoke-free casinos.  J.D. Power and Associates, July 2008
· More than 90% of Californians approve of a law to protect workers from secondhand smoke exposure in the workplace.  California Adult Tobacco Survey, 2007. 

