California Indian Nations Gaming Association CNIGA

           Background
CNIGA, the California Nations Indian Gaming Association, a non-profit organization comprised of federally-recognized tribal governments, was founded in 1988 and currently has 38 tribes as members.
Purposes of CNIGA

· Promote, protect, and preserve the interests of tribes through development of sound gaming policies and practices in Indian country
· Assist Indian tribes and the federal government by providing technical assistance relating to the Indian gaming industry 
· Disseminate information to the Indian gaming community, the federal and state governments, and the general public on issues related to the conduct of tribal gaming
· Preserve and protect the integrity of gaming conducted in Indian country
· Maintain and advocate for Indian tribal sovereignty.
Gaming Issues
            In order to protect tribal government gaming and protect tribal sovereignty, CNIGA actively tracks and
            reviews legal, legislative, and policy issues affecting tribal gaming in California. 
· Total number of federally recognized tribes in California: 107

· Number of California tribal governments engaged in gaming: 56
· Number of tribal-state gaming compacts approved by the Department of Interior:  66

· Number of new or re-negotiated compacts awaiting ratification by the State or approval from the Department of Interior: 9

Gaming Revenues

According to National Indian Gaming Commission -- the only entity that receives audited financial reports from tribal governments -- gross gaming revenues at tribal casinos in Region II, comprised of California & Northern Nevada were:

· 2001:    $2.89 billion generated by 48 gaming operations

· 2005:    $7.2 billion generated by 57 gaming operations

~Source: CNIGA 2005

CCAP’s Role

· CCAP became an Associate Member of CNIGA in February 2008 
· Attends bi-monthly meetings which provide a forum for networking with tribal members throughout California   

· Strives to cultivate open and productive communication with tribes about the need for and benefits of smoke-free tribal casinos 
· Shares best practices with Prop 99-funded projects regarding relationship-building with tribes 

Visit www.cniga.com and www.ccap.etr.org to obtain more information.
