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Educational Success
We can’t afford to let our young 
people drop out of school.

Parent Support
All parents – young and old, 
black and white – deserve 
support from the community.

message pyramid  — example 1

Beliefs Issue/Category Specifics
Success/Future of Community
Personal Responsibility
Personal Privacy
Healthy Young People
Fiscal Responsibility
Fairness
Productive Employees
Results/Effectiveness
Academic Success
Prevention 
Human Rights
Reproductive Rights
Religion/Values
Science/rationality

Education 
Social and Emotional Learning
Social Skills
Youth Development
Human Development
Adolescent Health
Reproductive Health
Sexual Health
Public Health
Rights of Youth
Reproductive Rights
Civil Rights
Economic Development
Prevention

Sexuality Education
Comprehensive Sex Education
Abstinence Education
Teen Pregnancy Prevention
Birth Control
HIV/STD Prevention
Adolescent Health
Parenting Support
Counseling
Peer Education
Parent Training
Emergency Contraception
Home Visits

Category

Teen Parents

1. Civic leader 2.  Business

Workforce/Econ Dev
A ready and able workforce is 
vital to the economic future of  
Minnesota.

Fairness
In our community we value fairness. Beliefs

Policy for Parenting Teens
At MOAPPP we advocate and promote 
policies that will support pregnant 
and parenting young people to stay in 
school and be successful.

Training for Young Parents
At Young Families, we provide 
housing, education and training 
for young parents and pregnant
teens.

Specifics
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message pyramid  — example 2

Youth Development Connectedness 
To both school and the community 
has been shown to actually improve 
academic performance.

Youth Development
Supporting young people to 
develop this way means making 
sure they have strong connections.

Beliefs Issue/Category Specifics
Success/Future of Community
Economic Development
Effectiveness
Fairness
Fiscal Responsibility
Community
Freedom
Prevention 
Religion/Values
Science/Rationality
Productive Workforce
Citizenship/Voting
Academic Success

Education 
Social and Emotional Learning
Skill Building
Youth Development
Mentoring Programs
Adolescent Health
Public Health
Rights of Youth
Civil Rights
Economic Development
Prevention
Mentoring
After School Program

Mentoring
After School Program
Service Learning
Peer Education
Youth Leadership
Media Literacy
Sexuality Education
Youth Activism
Gardening Project
Wilderness Camp
Hip Hop Competition
Band/Orchestra
Girl/Boy Scouts
Youth Advisory Panel

Category

Mentoring

1. Civic leader 2.  Business

Academic Success 
We all want our young people
to be successful at school (pass
the basic standards test, graduate).

Voters
The investment we make in young people 
today returns to us in the form of healthy,  
productive citizens.

Beliefs

Mentoring 
The City Friends program pairs young 
people with mentors for homework 
help and opportunities to explore 
career alternatives. 

Mentoring
At Community Roots, we 
connect young people with
adults from the community
to mentor them around a skill.

Specifics
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message pyramid  — example 3

Register check
The register check program requires 
cashiers to enter birth dates for all 
tobacco purchases, which makes it 
easier for them to screen customers.

Commercialism
Their only goal is to make money.

Beliefs Issue/Category Specifics
Honesty/Genuine/Real 
Legality/Consequences 
Death 
Bad Breath
Success/Future of Community
Personal Responsibility
Healthy Young People
Fiscal Responsibility
Productive Employees
Results/Effectiveness
Prevention 
Policy Adherence
Religion/Values

Store Policies
Promotional Materials
Commercialism/Business Ed 
Health Care
Social Skills
Youth Development
Human Development
Adolescent Health
Public Health
Rights of Youth
Civil Rights
Economic Development
Prevention

Health Class
School Policies
Corporate Manipulation
Adolescent Health
Parenting Support
Counseling
Policy Monitoring
Tax Increase
Staff Training/Development
Health Classes
Addiction
Negative Impacts
Additives
Cancer Causing

Category

Tobacco Prevention (Young People)

1. Youth 2.  Quik Mart Owners

Register check
The register check program requires 
cashiers to enter birth dates for all 
tobacco purchases, which makes it 
easier for them to screen customers.

Manipulation 
Tobacco companies are trying to  
take advantage of you

Beliefs

Register check
The register check program requires 
cashiers to enter birth dates for all 
tobacco purchases, which makes it 
easier for them to screen customers.

Causes Cancer
Research shows that tobacco 
does cause cancer, even if the 
corporations say it doesn’t.

Specifics
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message pyramid  — example 4

Packaged, Ready-to-use  
Instructional Units
Everything you need is included in 
mix-and-match formats, so you can 
choose just what you need.

Adolescent Development
In adolescence, they must adjust to  
their sexually maturing bodies  
and feelings.

Beliefs Issue/Category Specifics
Easy
Time Savings 
Free
Results/Effectiveness
Success/Future of Community
Personal Responsibility
Healthy Young People
Fiscal Responsibility
Fairness
Academic Success
Prevention 
Religion/Values
Science/Rationality

Education 
Social and Emotional Learning
Curriculum/Instructional Units
Training/skill Development
Social Skills
Youth Development
Human Development
Adolescent Health
Reproductive Health
Sexual Health
Public Health
Prevention

Sexuality Education
Comprehensive Sex Ed
Abstinence Education
Teen Pregnancy Prevention
Birth Control
HIV/STD Prevention
Adolescent Health
Parenting Support
Counseling
Peer Education
Parent Training
Emergency Contraception
Home Visits

Category

HIV Prevention (Young People)

1. Parents 2.  Health Teacher (mandated)

Easy
You don’t need to reinvent the wheel 
when creating your health curriculum.

Healthy/successful young person
All parents want their kids to 
grow up healthy and successful.

Beliefs

HIV
HIV/AIDS prevention is just one of the 
many topics available

Sex Education
By providing young people with the  
information they need to keep themselves  
safe, we can minimize their risk of  
contracting HIV/AIDS.

Specifics


